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Lyndsay Fink - Wedge-tailed Eagle flying low over a 
burnt gorse hedge looking for rabbits. 
- Brush-tailed Phascogale (Tuan) seen 
in car lights along Moorabool River, 
Brisbane Ranges. 
~ Corellas cleaning out nesting hollows 
- a sign of spring approaching. 


Rene Hooper - Pair of Black-shouldered Kites seen 
hovering and diving at Brown Hill. 

Darren Dobbin = also at Brown Hill, 
Black-shouldered Kite sitting on TV 
antennae. 

Ken McDonnell - Fantail Cuckoo at Invermay. Several 
species of birds carrying nesting 
material. 

Greg Binns - Many foxes and feral cats at Lake 
Mungo; they show little fear of man. 

Ken Hammond - Pair of Galahs opening up a nesting 


hollow at St Patricks Point, Lake 
Wendouree. Unfortunately Starlings are 
also working the same hollow. 


For Your Diary 
ANGAIR WILDELOWER SHOW 22-23 SEPTEMBER 1990 


ANGAIR inc. will hold its Annual Wildflower Show on 
Saturday and Sunday 22 and 23 September from 10am to 
Spm at the Anglesea Hall in McMillan Street. 


There will be excursions to selected locations in 
Anglesea’s renowned heathland and woodland wildflower 
areas. 

Displays of wildflowers, local native plants and 
natural history books. for sale, paintings by 
Australian artists, art and craft for sale, a special 
stage display and a children’s section are among the 
attractions. . 

Admission is $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for pensioners 
and 20c for children - free if accompanied by parents. 


Further information may be obtained form 


Miss Mary White, 4 McMillan St., Anglesea 3230. 
Phone (052) 631975 


The Victorian Naturalist 


The June copy of The Victorian Naturalist has a 
detailed article on “Cliff instability on the 
Victorian Coast". Attention has been focussed on this 
issue following collapse of a cliff at Beaumaris and 
the fall of the arch of London Bridge, near Port 
Campbell. The geology of the Port Campbell area and 
the process of erosion is explained. Continued 


‘erosion of London Bridge may result in two residual 


rock stacks. Some of the Twelve Apostle may have been 
formed by the collapse of similar natural arches. 


"Bush-peas of Victoria" provides a Key which can be 
used to identify the species of Pultenaea found in 
Victoria. 


Notes are included about the communal roosting 
behaviour of Bell Miners. This behavior in also 


observed in Kookaburras. Budgerigars have been 
sighted and studied at Hamilton. This is the most 
southerly record of budgerigars in Victoria. The 


calls of 35 species of frogs have been recorded on 
tape. This covers all but one of the 34 frog species 
likely to be found in Victoria. Most naturalists are 
familiar with the calls of birds and some of the 
noisier mammals and use these for identification. The 
frog calls are often background noise to naturalists 
during a visit to a wetland. Only male frogs call and 
this allows females to distinguish and locate mates of 
their own species. The calls may also discourage the 
approach of rival males. 


There are also articles about Velvet Daisy-bush and 
seagrasses in Swan Bay. 


Possums and Gliders . of Victoria Dr. I. Mansergh. 


Possums belong to the branch of marsupials which 
are properly called the Diprotodonta. In the last 
two million years the group was even more diverse - 
than it is today and included such animals as the 
Thylacoleo. Unlike Koalas and Wembats, possums 
have forward opening pouches they all have a small 
second and third toe which are joined together, 
this is called a Syndactyl toe and is used for - 
grooming and combing their fur. 

Their hind feet are hand like and highly special- 
ised for grasping,,making them at home in trees. 

The earliest dated marstpial is Wynyardia bassiana 
it seems to be a possum like creature that lived some 
some thirty million years ago, and possesses some 
primitive features which indicate its descent from 
the native cats and their allies. 


There are 13 species of Possums and Gliders in . 
Victoria, they belong to ‘main groups these are- 
4- The PHALANGERIDAE ) 

There are 6 species in this group two are found 

in Victoria They are the Brush-tailed Possum 
Trichosurus vulpecula (Foxlike)- his is a large 
possum found in all states except the Northern ~ 
Territory, and is found in bushland, forests, . 
agricultural areas, urban areas along streambanks 
and anywhere there is daytime shelter, it is wide- 
spread and abundant in well watered country. 

It eats shoots, fruit,flowers and is known to eat 
meat and is suspected of taking birds eggs. 

The other species is the Bobuck Trichosurus 
caninus (Doglike). This possum lives in tall 
open forests usually above 600 m and is dependent 
upon hollows for shelter, it is a ground feeder 
eating shoots, leaves, fern fronds, fruit and 
flowers, it is widespread and common. 

2—- The: PETAURIDAE 

There are 9 species in this group 5 are found in 
Victoria. They are the greater Glider Schoinobates 
volans, Greater Gliders depend on open forests with 
tall dead trees with hollows, their food is eucal- 
ypt leaves , Narrow-leaved Peppermints are favour- 


ed also Casuarina, and Twining Silk- 
They are wide-spread aa nei eet MEENA 


Petaurus breviceps, the Sugar Glider, these gliders 
like open woodlands and forests they live in hollows 
in a nest of leaves in family groups. Their food 
is nectar, sap and insects and can be attracted to 
honey feeding stations. Sugar Gliders are well 
known for their fighting ability and the Tuan a 
rather savage predator will back off. 

They are widespread and very common. 
Pe. norfolcensis, the Squirrel Glider, these also 
inhabit open forests and woodlands, they make a 
cup like nest of leaves in a tree hollow, they 
nectar, sweetsap,insects and their larvae and 
probably small birds and mice. 

They have a lifespan thought to be up to ten 
years, they are widespread and common. 
P. australis, the Yellow—bellied Glider, open 
forests low open forests and woodland are their 
habitat, they make a basin shaped nest of leaves . 
in hollow trees or limbs, their food is insects 
nectar,Eacalyptos flower buds, fruit, leaves, 
berries and sap of selected eucalypts. 

They are widespread and common. 
BURRAMYIDAE :- 

There are four members of this family in Victoria 
and five in all. 
Acrobates pygmaeus is the oddman out in this group 
it is known usually as the Feather-tailed Glider 
and is found closed forests, open forests and 
woodland, it dwells in hollow limbs , knot holes 
often at great heights, it eats nectar and insects, 

They are widespread and plentiful. 
Cercartetus nanus, Eastern Pygmy Possum lives ina 
nest of shredded bark in a hollow in a tree or in 
a stump, found in closed forests, open forests and 
heaths, it lives on nectar and insects, it has a 
Slight brush on it's tongue-tip. 

it is widespread and common. 
C. Lledidus, the little Pigmy Possum, these small 
animals live in open forests an woodlands, they 
make a rough nest of shredded bark in a hollow or 
stump their food is not known. 

They are reasnably common in restricted ranges 
Burramys parvus, the Mountain Pigmy Possum lives in 
. alpine regions above 1500 metres in Snowgum and 


boulders, it makes a nest of grass , probably in 
rock heaps, Insects, spiders, worms, seeds and fr 
fruit is its diet, it is a rare animal but reason- 
ably common in restricted localities. 
Psudocheirus peregrinus, the common Ringtail Possum 
is also a member of the PETAURIDAE, this possum 
is at home in closed and open forestg woodlands a 
and sand dunes along the coast, it makes an untidy 
nest of bark, fern leaves, twigs etc, usually ina 
leafy sapling, sometimes in hollows, also in forks 
it eats leaves of Eucalypts, flowers ,buds, orchid ‘ 
fruits and possibly insects. 

It is widespread and very common. 


Dates for your diary. 

September 15th Becece Tree planting at North Garden 
reserve 10am - 1pm. 

September 22nd Half day excursion to Creswick Railwa 
Railway line. Meet Crockers, 1.30pm 

September 20th 8pm Committee Meeting at Ke Mc- 
Donnell's, Dawes Rd, Invermay.( Meet at F. Will- 
iamson's — 7.30pm. ) 


From the MailBag 


Each month the club receiyes a number of newsletters 
and magazines. These are available from the cupboard 
at club meetings. 


Environment Victoria 


Issue 78 of this magazine published by the 
Conservation Council of Victoria has an interesting 
simulation exercise. Readers are supplied with 
information about a mythical river catchment area. 
You are then challenged to prepare a management plan 
within a $1 million budget even though $11 million are 
needed for all the work necessary. 


Ben Major Excursion - 5Aug1990 


Bird List. 


Weather conditions. 


Little pied cormorant 


Sacred ibis 


Straw-necked ibis 


Black swan 
Mountain duck 
Black duck 

Wood duck 

Swamp harrier 
Brown falcon 
Dusky moorhen 
Purple swamphen 
Masked lapwing 
S.c. cockatoo 
Little corella 
Galah 

Crimson rosella 
Eastren rosella 


Overcast, heavy showers & 


Powerful owl 
Kookaburra 

Welcome swallow 

Superb blue wren 
Striated thornbil] 
Yellow rumped thornbill 
Jacky Winter 

Scarlet Robin 

Southern yellow robin 
Grey fantail 

Willie wagtai! 

Fuscous honeyeater 
White-eared honeyeater 
Magpie lark 
White-backed magpie 
Australian raven 


White-faced heron 


The highlights of the day were the powerful owl, 


seen early in the day, 


and the three Jacky Winters 


which put on an excellent hawking display. The 
latter hovered for prolonged periods thelike of 
which many of the party had not seen before. 


The owl, clutching half a magpie, watched 
warily as pellets were analysed and conclusions 
drawn, or guesses made, about its previous meals. 


We are indebted, once again, to Ivan Tiley 


for leading us. 


Bittern Lagoon, 
offered poor pickings. 


visited on the return journey, 


KMcD 


BOTANICAL NOTES 


FAMILY _MIMOSACEAE ( = Sub-family MIMOSOIDEAE ) 


Acacias ( Wattles ) 


Authorities differ regarding the recognition of 
families that were at one time included in the very large fam- 
ily, Leguminosae. There were originally three sub-families :- 


1) Papilionoideae - now often regarded as the family 
Fabaceae ( see these botanical notes during 1987 ) 


2) Caesalpinioideae - largely a tropical group. There 
are no members in the Ballarat area. Examples are 


Judas Tree ( Cercis siliguastrum ) and Cassia spp. 
( Sennas ) found further north. 


3) Mimsoideae ( Acacia + ) This sub-family is referred 
to as Mimosaceae in J. Willis' Handbook and by 
C. Beauglehole ( TH aastution of Vascular Plants in 
the Ballarat Area - 1983 ). Generally the plants in 
this group grow in warm parts of the world. There 
are 60 genera and about 3000 species. In Australia 
there are 17 genera and about 700 species. Recent 
estimates put the number of species of Acacia in 
Australia at about 660. 


It is interesting to mention a comment in 
Flora of South Australia ( 1986 ) - " There is a growing 
body of opinion that Acacia should be divided into several 
smaller genera. Should this be accepted, almost all Sth. 
Austn. species would be ta ken out of Acacia. " ( In the 
Flora of South Australia ( 1986 ) 107 species are described. 
J. Willis in the Handbook lists 109 species. ) 


The Editors of Flora of South Australia, Part 
11 ( 1986) have written - " The.recognition of 1 family or 
3 families within the Leguminales may still be regarded as 
a matter of opinion, but in general the evidence seems to 
support the concept of a single family, as a few genera 
are transitional between the 3 major groups, as indicated 
in Polhill and Raven ( 1981 ). Their concept is accepted 
and systematic treatment followed. " 

( to be continued ) H.H. 


